[Thrombosis of the Björk-Shiley valve as an early fatal complication of the prothetic aortic valve replacement (author's transl)].
From a series of 28 patients subjected to aortic valve replacement with the Björk-Shiley tilting disc valve prosthesis 3 cases are reported in which massive thrombosis with valve dysfunction and fatal outcome occurred in the very early postoperative period. The autopsy findings and the examination of the blood coagulation state during the first 24 hours postoperatively disclosed in all 3 cases a hypercoagulability being responsible for the massive clot formation. The early recognition and establishment of the diagnosis of a hypercoagulability state and an immediate anticoagulant therapy with heparin are necessary for preventing such early fatal complications in patients with cardiac valve replacement.